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Another dream has come true for
Adrlan Mann mnd the longest
pirme in the warld,

Two years ago today My Mann,
thaen 20, played the 5.7-metre-long
plano in public for the first time
n o cafeert in a Parsora farm

shed. The 1 plano was o
project he turted as o
teemnger whon he was only 15.

Ho 18 no longer the omly one
who wanis to play it. Trained
Brazilian comeort planist Artur
Cimlrro heard of the plans and
wanted to play it. As he was going
o be In Australla for a series of
miaster classes, Mr Mann
urracngd for him o travel on mw
Mew Zealan,

Giant piano draws maestro

Mr Clmirmo Was cosious about
the piano and what i woeuld be
like to play s reciind on it as i
plays with a distinct volce and
tone beyond what any other
piann Is capable of,

Thie exmcert pinndst does know
his May 3 concert will be in o
seiting far diferent thin be s
used to. Rathor than o coneort
hall he will be perfeorming in o
firm shed - the bome of the plano
bath durtng much of bs
construetion, and for the two
vears since it was comploted.

The concert will also boa
drenm come true for the young
plamo makor, Moany times when
b wax working on the ploio he
wottld devsm of it belng pligod by
conocert planists. Until now tha
haes pever happened, biscass, hoe
sumesis, professional mosictans

chid pot beliove a home made
plano could be up Lo mch.

“This is the Arst Intermationa)
recogriition for the instrument.”

Despite its unisual location,
the plano has had other visitors,
Pianist Maurice Tl visibed and
played it only weeks before his
death lisst imonth,

The professional Operatunity
cormpinty hove also visited the
plano. Indtially they only
wanted to have a loak st it but
they were soon playing and
singing.

Thme is treating the plano well.

“It has improved sinee 11 wis
first Minished. The tuning hos
stabilised and the tune has
improved and mellowed,” Mr
Mann ssid,

e changes did not surprise
him. He explained some planc

ianufacturers hiodd the Mnished
Instruments in stock for up toa
mmﬂhwmm 1o take

The plimno ks barndng out o ks a
Rundraismy

poodd for chiarity, The
My event will be the sixth thme
it has bson played in conoert,
Four of the earller coneerts wers
for vharities including two in atd
uf Christehurch sarthguakas

World

Brazilian concert
planist Arfur
Chmirro will be
the first
international
concer] planist
to play the
world's longest
piano - bulit by
Adtian Mannin &
Pareora she.
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fumnals, The events ruised over
EN, Tickets can be purchased
froem the Artima Spiritus! Gallery
in Timawru's Royal® Arcade,
As to the plano's futurn,
Mann sald there were no plans o
move it from its present home in
i firn shed. The farm owners
rathor Hked having it there
hecouse of the interesting visitors
bt reewived,



